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Dear Sisters & Brothers of Holy Family, 

I t  has  been nearly a month af ter the 1 s t F lash regarding the s i tuat ion in  Sr i  

Lanka. Dur ing this  month of  chaos,  pol i t ica l  deals  were tak ing p lace in the 

count ry.  

Sr i  Lanka is  facing i ts  wors t  econom-

ic  cr is is  ever  in history.  The fue l  

pr ices went  up by near ly  65%, medi-

c ines  by 40%. The pr ices of  essen-

t ial  food i tems l ike wheat  f lour  also 

increased.  This forced many people 

to skip meals.  The long queues for  

fue l  and gas are st i l l  lengthening. 

Due to this  condit ion,  there were 

protesters  in  a number of  areas in  

the count ry . On 19 May,  the crowds 

in Rambukkana (Sabaragamuwa province) had been protest ing for  about  15 

hours  demanding fuel .  Unfortunate ly ,  the pol ice f i red to d isperse the crowds.  

One of  the young men was shot  dead whi le a few others were ser ious ly  in jured.  

The protes ters kept the on -going s logan of  demanding that  the Pres ident  and the 

government  qui t .  In  responding to these;  two s ibl ings  of  the Pres ident ,  Basi l  and 

Chamal , nephew Namal  who held key posi t ions  in government res igned.  But nei -
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ther the Pres ident nor  the Pr ime Minis -

ter .  After th is ,  the Pres ident  Gotabaya 

cal led the oppos i t ion to jo in  a un ity  

government ;  but they refused i t .  None 

of  them wanted to work under a Ra-

japaksa government .  However,  Pres i -

dent ’s  deals  were able to f ind 21 men 

for  a new cabinet ,  which was refused 

by the major i ty  of  people.  

During th is  t ime,  Sr i  Lankan of f ic ia ls  

headed by the IMF requested urgent  f i -

nanc ial  he lp.  People have a l i t t le  hope 

in th is  process .         

The heart  of  the revolut ion “Gota Go 

Home Vi l lage” marked i ts  one -month 

protest  by bloodshed.  Unt i l  then i t  was 

a quiet  peacefu l  s i te  with a lot  o f  c rea-

t iv i ty .  ‘Gota Go Home Vi l lage” is  in  

Gal le face green. I t  was created by peo-

ple around Sr i  Lanka who gathered here 

with one voice “Gota Go Home”. Pr ime 

Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa used his 

goons to at tack the peacefu l  protes tors  

at  the Gal leface on the 09 th May.  These 

goons were al l  in  Temple Trees  (Pr ime 

Ministers ’  res idence)  to support  h im 

and pleading h im to not  to res ign.  After  

meet ing the i r  leader,  they were g iven 

st icks  and poles and led to Gal le-

face.They were a l l  drunk.  They burnt  

the tents  and huts , beat  the protesters  

merci less ly.  The media were hi t .  Wom-

en and Chi ldren were h i t .  The posi t ive 

v ibrat ion,  peacefu l  atmosphere was v io-

lated at  the Gal leface.  There is  c lear  

ev idence even the Pol ice or the Army 

didn’ t  want to s top the ru l ing party  sup-

porters .  

Sr i  Lanka was under nat ionwide curfew 

af ter th is  sponsored violence by Prime 

Min ister.  One of  the long -waited moves 

took p lace during th is  bewi ldered per i -

od.  The Pr ime Minister ,  Mahinda Ra-

japaksa,  res igned sending his  res igna-

t ion let ter  to h is  brother pres ident  

Gotabaya.  I t  was a part ia l  v ictory to the 

protesters ;  because the i r  real  target  i s  

the Pres ident .  

Due to this  bruta l  v iolence by the Prime 

Min ister 8 people have d ied,  inc luding 

a ru l ing  party  Minister  and more than 

200 are in jured.  

This was one of  the saddest days in  the 

count ry where supporters  of  Prime Min-

i s ter at tacked the people.  This  a lso 

shows they are  incapable  of  govern ing 

this  count ry  any longer.  They have al -

ready lost  the conf idence of  the people.  



Now they have begun to govern by us-

ing mil i tary  power. The Pres ident  en-

forced the State of  Emergency,  g rant ing 

extens ive powers  to the pol ice. The mil -

i tary  star ted to prevent the protesters 

f rom marching to the Gal le face.However 

the re l ig ious  leaders ,  lawyers  and Pro-

fess ionals assured thei r  presence at  the 

Gal le face soon af ter  this  inc ident .  That  

was a great  support  to the f rust rated 

protesters . Now ‘Gota Go Home’  v i l lage 

has once again  been resurrected. The 

young protesters  demand that  law en-

forcement  author i t ies  serve just ice to 

v ic t ims and punish perpet rators o f  th is  

c ruel  at tack  -  including the former 

Pr ime Min ister .  

The Gal leface Green protests  were  non -

v iolent ,   demanding a sys tem change,  

asking Pres ident Gotabaya and the gov-

ernment  to “go home..”  However,  in  the 

rest  of  the count ry ,  ant i -government  

people d idn’ t  have the same mental i ty.  

After  be ing f rust rated by the planned 

at tack at  Gal le face Green,  g roups in  

other places  went on the rampage;  they 

burnt  the buses  which were used to 

br ing Rajapaksa supporters f rom rural  

areas  to Colombo. They burnt  more 

than 50 houses  and of f ices  of  the Par-

l iamentarians  includ ing Rajapaksa Mu-

seum, which was bu i l t  by Gotabaya Ra-

japaksa on pr ivate land us ing state 

funds.  To cont ro l  th is  s i tuat ion the gov-

ernment  ordered t roops to open f i re  on 

anyone loot ing publ ic  property  or  caus-

ing harm to l i fe.  I t  a lso deployed tens  

of  thousands of  army, navy and ai r  

force personnel to pat ro l  the st reets  of  

Colombo. But  crowds remain outs ide 

the of f ice of  pres ident  Gotabaya cal l ing  

on him to quit .  

Despite  the cur few, the protesters con-

t inue to gather at  “Gota Go Home Vi l -

lage” in  Gal l face.Whi le  these protests  

were taking p lace,  former Pr ime Minis-

ter  Mahinda Rajapaksa escaped f rom 

the people outs ide h is  of f ice and was 

holed up in  a naval  base in Trincomalee 

(Eastern Province)  for  his  own safety.  

People s tarted protest ing near the naval  

base ask ing h im to restore s tolen mon-

ey before he leave the count ry . The Co-

lombo Fort  Magist rate ’s  Court  has is -

sued a t ravel  ban on former Pr ime Min-

is ter Mahinda Rajapaksa;  former minis -

ters  Namal  Rajapaksa, Jonston Fernan-

do and 13 others.  The second son of  

Mahinda Rajapaksa,  Yoshitha had f lown 

to Singapore with h is  fami ly  just  before 

the Monday at tack.  

Af ter  two days,  the nat ionwide 

curfew was l i f ted;  st i l l  there is  

curfew f rom 2pm –  6am every-

day where the students  have 

lost  the i r school  l i fe  again.  The 2021 

O/Level  examinat ion scheduled for  the 



23 rd of  May remains  in doubt . 

Worse th ings  are st i l l  to  come. The 

President  appointed a new Pr ime Minis-

ter ,  Rani l  Wickremas inghe.  Gotabaya 

came to power by promis ing to punish 

the lat ter  over  the fa i lu re to prevent  the 

Easter  Sunday at tacks  and over  a Cen-

t ra l  Bank Bond Scam where Rani l  Wick-

remasinghe is  one of  the accused.  Rep-

resent ing the rel ig ious  leaders Card inal  

Malcom Ranj i th and Omalpe Sobitha 

Thera opposed the decis ion made by 

Pres ident  to appoint  Rani l  Wick-

remasinghe as  the new Pr ime Minis ter.  

But  Rani l  Wickremas inghe has been 

sworn in  and assumed his dut ies.  The 

new cabinet  wi l l  also be e lected soon.  

Sr i  Lanka is  under super f rust rat ion at  

present .  But yet  i t  hasn ’t  los t  hope for  

the future,  we earnest ly  ask you to keep 

our mother land in your cont inuous pray-

ers , so that  God wi l l  change the hearts  

of  these corrupted leaders as God did to 

Pharaoh.  God didn ’t  remove the Red 

Sea;  but God parted i t  and made a way 

to the Promised Land.  Therefore God 

wi l l  def in i te ly  he lp us  to f ind a way to 

overcome this  problemat ic  s i tuat ion and 

lead us  to a new Promised land:         

Sr i  Lanka.  


